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                    Abstract

This article traces the influence of George Herbert's The Temple on the ‘dis-engaged faithful Men’, a diverse group of ministers who supported Richard Baxter's campaign to restore unity and harmony to English religion during the 1650s. Central to its argument is the life and writing of Nathaniel Wanley (1632/3–1680), whose Scintillulae Sacrae (written c.1655–1667) show the strong influence of Herbert (and not Vaughan, as once supposed), especially in the stylistic resources with which they approach areas of contemporary theological controversy such as predestination, separatism and the Two Tables. Drawing on Baxter's rallying cry to all ‘dis-engaged’ ministers, Gildas Salvianus; or, The Reformed Pastor (1656), it argues that Wanley's poems were not merely reflections on the nature of church unity and the fundamentals of faith, but formed part of his pastoral efforts to advance them among his flock. Like Baxter, that is, he saw sacred poetry as a useful ministerial aid to ‘charm … Souls into Loving Harmony and Concord’, a belief whose roots lie in the 1630s and 1640s, when The Temple was read as a work of ‘practical’ divinity among the moderate godly. Recovering this belief in the usefulness of sacred poetry, this article challenges the modern critical commonplace that Herbert's most ardent admirers in the mid-century were Royalist-Anglicans like Henry Vaughan and Christopher Harvey, and offers a new picture of the background to later seventeenth-century Nonconformist reading of The Temple.
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